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VETERINARY SERVICES NOTICE 97-04

Subject: Import Requirements for Clean, Dry, Antlers from
Countries Recognized as Free from Foot-and-Mouth
Disease (FMD)

To: Regional Directors, VS
Area Veterinarians in Charge, VS
Port Veterinarians, VS
Regional Directors, PPQ

The purpose of this notice is to provide updated information on
the import requirements for clean and dry antlers from countries
recognized as free from FMD.  

Title 9, Code of Federal Regulations (9 CFR), Part 95.11,
describes the conditions under which bones, horns, and hoofs for
trophies and museums, and disinfected hoofs may be imported. 
Current regulations state that “clean, dry, bones, horns, and
hoofs, that are free from undried pieces of hide, flesh, and
sinew, and that are offered for entry as trophies or for
consignment to museums may be imported without other
restrictions.” [95.11(a)] 

Current science suggests that clean and dry antlers, from
countries recognized as free from FMD, that are free from undried
pieces of hide, flesh, and sinew, present negligible risk of
disease spread to livestock, regardless of their final
destination and use within the United States (U.S.).  

Therefore, we will now allow clean and dry antlers to be imported
into the U.S. under the following conditions:

1.  The antlers originate from countries recognized as free
from FMD.  Each shipment must be accompanied by an original
certificate* of the agency responsible for animal health of
the country of origin certifying that the antlers originate
from that country (recognized as free from FMD by the U.S.); 
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2.  The antlers are free from undried pieces of hide, flesh,
and sinew; and

3.  The antlers are subject to inspection at the port of
arrival by Plant Protection and Quarantine Inspectors.       
 

For further information on this issue, you may contact the
National Center for Import and Export, Animal Products Program at
Area Code (301) 734-3277.

*Endorsed by a full-time salaried veterinarian.

   /s/
Joan M. Arnoldi
Deputy Administrator
Veterinary Services


