
                                                            May 17, 1994

VETERINARY SERVICES NOTICE

Subject:  Importation of Swine from Canada

To:      Directors, VS Regions
    Area Veterinarians in Charge, VS
    Port Veterinarians, VS

This Notice replaces the VS Notice dated May 30, 1989, on the same subject.  

The purpose of this Notice is to advise you that all swine imported into the
United States must be identified in such a way as to allow the traceback
through marketing channels for drug residue or epidemiological purposes.

Canadian swine imported into the United States must be identified by one of
the methods listed in Title 9, Code of Federal Regulations (9 CFR), Part
71.19.  Agriculture Canada and the U.S. Department of Agriculture have also
agreed to allow the use of plastic bangle tags in the manner indicated below.

Agriculture Canada will approve specific types of plastic bangle tags.  Each
tag will have a two-letter provincial abbreviation, followed by an
identification number assigned to the individual premises of the owner wishing
to export swine to the United States; e.g., ON 114.  The next line on the tag
will have a number assigned to the individual animal.

The premises identification number and the individual animal number will be
printed on the tags at the time of manufacture.  The producer must submit a
copy of the purchase order to Agriculture Canada.

Agriculture Canada will maintain these numbers and all related information
pertaining to the premises in a database (for traceback purposes).  The
database will be maintained by each Regional Office.

Other methods of identification that may be used (as listed in 9 CFR 71.19)
include the following:

1.  The official Canadian alphanumeric metal eartag.

2.  An approved Canadian five-character tattoo on swine moving for immediate
slaughter.

3.  Ear notching, provided the ear notches have been recorded in the book of
record of a purebred association.  Proof of registry must be presented.  



Directors, VS Regions, et al.                                           2

4.  Ear tattoos, when used on any swine, if the ear tattoos have been recorded
in the book of record of a purebred association.  Proof of registry must be
presented.

Donald W. Luchsinger
Acting Deputy Administrator
Veterinary Services
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