
June 27,1994

VETERINARY SERVICES NOTICE

Subeject:  Horses Exported to the European Union (EU) Through Canada

To:  Directors, VS Regions
 Area Veterinarians in Charge, VS

Due to new flight patterns, U.S. exporters are finding it more economical to
ship horses to the EU from Canadian airports.  This may be accomplished in the
following ways:

(1)  For horses temporarily exported to the EU (less than 90 days), both the
EU temporary health certificate and the Canadian health certificate must be
issued and endorsed.  

(2)  For horses permanently exported to the EU, both the EU permanent health
certificate and the Canadian health certificate must be issued and endorsed. 
Furthermore, because these horses have undergone a 30-day pre-export isolation
in a USDA-approved facility, the horses must be transported from the isolation
facility to the Canadian border in a sealed vehicle.  At the border, the
Canadian port veterinarian will break the seal on the vehicle to examine the
horses and reseal the vehicle upon completion of the inspection.

Because a Canadian health certificate is being issued as well as the
appropriate EU certificate, the horses do not have to undergo a 5-hour feed,
water, and rest period in the United States prior to being exported to Canada. 
 

Gary S. Colgrove
Acting Director
Operational Support
Veterinary Services
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