June 14, 1994

VETERI NARY SERVI CES NOTI CE

Subj ect: Processing of Restricted Hides and Skins
at USDA- Approved Establishnments

To: Directors, VS Regions
Area Veterinarians in Charge, VS
Directors, Plant Protection and Quarantine

The purpose of this Notice is to amend the requirenents for handling
restricted skins and hides as specified in VS Menorandum No. 593.5, entitled
"Restricted I nmports--Handling and Disinfection," dated Septenmber 13, 1976.
USDA- appr oved establishnents under the categories CT--comercial tanneries,
RST--rum nant and swine materials from foot-and-nouth di sease and

ri nderpest-affected countries, and ASF--swine materials from African sw ne
fever-affected countries, are currently required to use a sodium bifluoride
(1: 10, 000) soak as a disinfection step prior to the tanning process.

This Notice amends VS Menorandum No. 593.5 as fol |l ows:

1. Al restricted skins and hides, consigned to USDA-approved establishnments

that use a tanning process to preserve these materials, will no | onger have to
be subjected to a sodium bifluoride soak prior to the tanning process. The
tanni ng process itself (provided it includes either a normal limng (pH > 12)

or pickling (pH < 2) step) is considered sufficient to satisfy the
di sinfection requirenent as stated in Title 9 CFR 95. 24.

2. Any trimm ngs or fleshings renoved prior to the tanning process will have
to be incinerated or disinfected using one of the approved nethods.

3. If a pre-soak step is used prior to the tanning process, the soak water
has to be treated with an approved disinfectant; e.g., sodium bifluoride,
sodi um car bonat e.

4. Al other provisions of VS Menorandum No. 593.5 invol ving storage and
handling of the restricted materials are to be observed.

Gary S. Col grove
Acting Director
Oper ational Support
Veterinary Services



